
Westpoint compensation 
proceedings: FAQs for investors
The Australian Securities and Investments Commission (ASIC) has decided to 
take legal action on behalf of investors in the Westpoint Group seeking 
compensation for their failed investments. 

ASIC believes the legal action, which will occur over a number of phases, should 
benefit up to 85% of the approximately 4300 investors in Westpoint products where 
there were losses. The first phase of ASIC’s legal action involves two types of claims.  

First, ASIC will seek damages from directors and officers of various mezzanine 
companies within the Westpoint group. These proceedings will allege that the 
directors and officers misapplied funds. While ASIC is yet to fully formulate and 
quantify these claims, at this stage ASIC has identified potential claims of up to 
$245 million. If these claims are successful, the compensation obtained is paid to 
the company and is then distributed by the liquidator of the company to all 
creditors of the company, including investors. 

Secondly, ASIC will seek compensation from a number of financial advice businesses 
(advisers) on behalf of clients of those businesses. These proceedings will allege 
that, in selling Westpoint products, the advisers did not comply with their Australian 
financial services licences or with the law. If these claims are successful, ASIC will 
seek a determination from the Court regarding the compensation to be paid in 
relation to each investor who is covered by the proceedings.  

This document aims to help Westpoint investors understand the implications of 
the first phase of legal action. 

1. Am I covered by ASIC’s compensation proceedings and is there 
anything I need to do? 

You will be covered by ASIC’s compensation proceedings if you are in one 
or both of these categories: 

- directors’ and officers’ proceedings (Category A) 
- adviser proceedings (Category B). 

The directors’ and officers’ proceedings (Category A) are against the 
directors and officers of the following Westpoint companies: 

- Ann Street Mezzanine Pty Ltd 
- Bayshore Mezzanine Pty Ltd 
- Bayview Heritage Mezzanine Pty Ltd 
- Cinema City Mezzanine Pty Ltd 
- Market Street Mezzanine Limited 
- Market Street Mezzanine No 2 Pty Ltd 
- Mount Street Mezzanine Limited 
- York Street Mezzanine Pty Limited. 
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ASIC expects that, if successful, the proceedings against the directors and 
officers will benefit all investors in the above named companies. 

The adviser proceedings (Category B) are on behalf of investors who 
received advice from any of the following advisers: 

- Bongiorno Financial Advisors Pty Ltd and Bongiorno Financial 
Advisors (Aust) Ltd 

- Dukes Financial Services Pty Ltd and Dukes Financial Services 
Australia Pty Ltd 

- Glenhurst Pty Ltd 
- Masu Financial Management Pty Ltd 
- Professional Investment Services Pty Ltd. 

At this stage, a number of legal issues relating to the compensation 
proceedings are being settled which will determine whether ASIC can seek 
compensation on your behalf.  

If you think you may be covered by ASIC’s compensation proceedings you 
should provide us with your details. We will then contact you to complete a 
short survey which will assist us to determine whether you are covered by the 
proceedings, as well as keep you updated on the progress of the proceedings. 
You can provide us with your details by calling ASIC Infoline on 1300 300 630. 

ASIC’s inquiries into the role and conduct of advisers, apart from those named 
above, is ongoing. We are examining further proceedings against advisers and 
you may be covered by those proceedings. ASIC will provide further 
information about these potential proceedings before the end of the year. 

2. If ASIC’s compensation proceedings are successful, will there be any 
money and how much? 

If ASIC’s action against the directors and officers is successful, ASIC expects 
the potential amount of damages to be up to $245 million. Whether the 
directors and officers will be able to fully pay any compensation order made by 
the Court will depend on a number of factors, including their financial capacity 
and the insurance arrangements, if any, they have in place. The range of 
freezing orders ASIC has sought, covering approximately $54 million in assets, 
should enhance the enforcement of any claim. 

If ASIC’s actions against the five advisers are successful, ASIC expects the 
potential amount of damages to be up to $63.2 million. Whether the 
advisers will be able to fully pay any compensation order made by the 
Court will depend on a number of factors, including their financial capacity 
and the insurance arrangements, if any, they have in place. 

3. I have joined a class action. Can I receive money from both the class 
action and ASIC’s compensation proceedings? 

If you have already joined a class action against one of the advisers 
referred to above, you will not be covered by ASIC’s compensation 
proceedings against those advisers. 

However, ASIC’s actions against directors and officers of the mezzanine 
companies will, if successful, result in compensation being paid to the 
liquidators of those companies. This will benefit all investors in those 
companies regardless of whether they are represented in the class action 
proceedings or not. 
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4. If ASIC tries to sue the same adviser being sued in a class action, 
doesn’t that mean less money for the members in the class action? 

If ASIC’s compensation proceedings are successful the Court will make 
orders that the adviser pay compensation to those investors covered by 
the proceedings. Similarly, if the class action is successful, the adviser will 
be ordered to pay compensation to members of the class action. 

Whether the adviser will be able to fully pay any compensation ordered will 
be determined by a number of factors, including the financial capacity of the 
defendants to the proceeding and the insurance arrangements, if any, they 
have in place. These issues will be clarified as part of the proceedings. 

5. How would ASIC decide how to split up any compensation among 
investors? Should investors who received more monthly interest 
payments be treated the same as those who received less interest 
before Westpoint failed? 

ASIC has decided to bring two types of claims: claims against directors 
and officers of mezzanine companies within the Westpoint group, and 
claims against advisers. Any compensation that is obtained would be dealt 
with differently under each type of claim. 

The claims against the directors and officers will be brought on behalf of 
the relevant mezzanine companies. If ASIC is successful in those 
proceedings any compensation obtained is paid to the company. This 
money then becomes part of the pool of funds that the liquidator of the 
company can distribute amongst all of the creditors of the company, 
including investors, under the usual winding up process. 

The claims against the advisers are brought on behalf of investors who 
were advised by those advisers. If ASIC is successful in these proceedings, 
ASIC will be seeking a determination from the Court regarding the 
compensation to be paid in relation to each investor who is covered by the 
proceedings. The amount claimed for each investor will be different, and 
will depend on that investor’s circumstances. In broad terms, the measure 
of damage that can be claimed for investors, is the amount of any lost 
capital together with lost income on that capital. 

6. Won’t it take years before ASIC secures any compensation? 

Litigation of this sort can take some time to be resolved. However, ASIC 
expects that all parties to the compensation proceedings will approach the 
litigation in a sensible and efficient manner. Court procedures should also 
assist in the efficient disposition of the proceedings. 

7. If ASIC receives an offer from the people it is suing to settle a compensation 
action, do investors get a say on whether it should be accepted? 

ASIC will retain the final say on whether a settlement offer should be 
accepted in relation to both the actions against the directors and officers 
and against the advisers. In relation to the director actions, ASIC may 
discuss any offer of settlement with the liquidators. 

In relation to the adviser actions, ASIC will not accept an offer of compensation 
without informing investors of the settlement proposal and seeking their views 
on the settlement proposal. At this stage, ASIC has not determined the process 
by which it will inform and obtain the views of investors. 

In the some cases the Court may also have to approve a settlement 
proposal before it can go ahead. 
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8. I have already accepted a settlement for my complaint against my 
adviser. Does that mean I won’t receive anything if ASIC successfully 
sues my adviser for compensation? 

In most cases, your adviser would have required you to give up the right 
to sue them in return for a settlement payment. Generally, this means 
that you cannot be part of ASIC’s compensation proceedings in relation to 
that adviser.

However, there are a number of legal issues concerning the compensation 
proceedings which are being settled, including the position of investors 
who may have accepted a settlement offer from their adviser. ASIC is not 
able, at this time, to say whether an investor who has accepted such an 
offer will be part of the compensation proceedings. Clients of the advisers 
against whom ASIC proposes to commence proceedings will receive 
further specific information about this issue. 

9. Why isn’t ASIC taking action against my adviser/and or the part of 
Westpoint I invested in? 

As announced by ASIC on 23 August 2007, ASIC is examining any potential 
wrongdoing by former directors and officers of Westpoint in their management 
of the group of companies as well as the role and conduct of advisers.  

These proposed actions relate to 8 of those projects. There were some 4300 
investors who invested in Westpoint products where there were losses. Some 
investors invested in more than one Westpoint product and some of the 
investments were in products that were regulated. 

At this stage, these proposed actions will not cover approximately 15% of 
Westpoint investors who made losses. Approximately $29 million in losses 
(10% of investors) are in the regulated investment products of North Sydney 
Financial and Paragon Apartments (issued through prospectuses) and the 
Westpoint Income Fund (a registered scheme). The balance is in relation to 
unregulated investment products (Paragon Commercial Syndicate, part of 
Paragon Apartments, Renaissance Mezzanine and Warwick Cinema Syndicate). 
ASIC is reviewing the position in relation to those products. 

These investigations are continuing and will help ASIC determine whether 
further compensation actions are commenced. It is anticipated ASIC will 
make any further announcements on this before the end of the year. 

10. Does ASIC’s compensation action affect any returns from the 
liquidation process I may receive as a creditor? 

Yes. ASIC’s proceedings on behalf of the mezzanine companies have the 
potential to increase the money available to the liquidators of those 
companies to distribute to all creditors, including investors. 

11. How will ASIC keep me informed about the progress of compensation 
proceedings that relate to my investment? 

ASIC will provide regular updates on the Westpoint proceedings on its 
website at http://www.asic.gov.au/westpoint.   

This material is published by the Australian Securities and Investments 
Commission (ASIC), Level 18, 1 Martin Place, Sydney NSW 2000, AUSTRALIA. 

 Website: www.asic.gov.au, November 2007
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